
Pastoral Council 6.18.26 Agenda and Notes 

Members Present: Father Amberger, Father Cordonnier, Ed Kreiner,  Debbie Morrison, 

David Holden, Dustin Fussnecker,  Linda Defosse, Cathy Zurbuch 

 

Members Absent: Marc Wells, Tina Stephens, Stephanie Slack, Gerry Faust 

OLD BUSINESS: 

1)​ St. Martin Update: The Glenmary Executive Committee has voted to purchase St. 

Martin and the contract is in the hands of the Glenmarys.  The Archdiocese of 

Cincinnati Property attorneys will negotiate with them for the final changes to the 

purchase contract.  We are still waiting on the completion of survey work but very 

near closing on the property. 

2)​ St. George 

a)​ Sign: See attached. 

b)​ Sound System Update: Sound system in the church is an old PA system 

that may have been original to the church.  The microphone in the choir 

loft and main body of the church system are working.  Speakers in the wing 

will have to be replaced sooner rather than later.  Prices are being 

gathered, but it may be a couple thousand dollars.  

3)​ St. Mary 

a)​ Stucco Update: We are trying to take care of this in-house with 

Parishioners 

b)​ St. Mary Barn Sale is June 27th - a few volunteers are always welcome to 

come and help the day of.  A break for those working all day in the barn 

and heat are always appreciated. 

4)​ St. Michael Mt. O 

a)​ Fish Fry Building: The engineer is still working on the drawings. 

b)​ Parking lot: The Finance Council has voted to wait for now. 

5)​ St. Michael Ripley 

a)​ Water backup issue update: we are looking into options and trying to do it 

in-house. 

b)​ Retaining Wall Litigation: See attached. 

6)​ St. Patrick 

a)​ New Air Handlers: Project started and should be complete by next 

weekend. So far $24,115.00 has been donated to this project. 

b)​ Daly Hall Roof: working with contractors now. 
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REPORTS: 

St. Michael School: 

1)​ We have learned that over $65,000 was donated this year for tuition assistance to 

the Catholic Education Foundation Scholarship Granting Organization. (Ohio Tax 

Deductible Donation) This can be used to help families with tuition. It will be used 

on an as needed basis. We believe that we are just scratching the surface of this 

funding opportunity. 84 people donated. It still seems like most people were 

unsure how it works. We will continue to try to help get the word out, so people 

will understand. It literally costs Ohio tax payers nothing to donate up to $750 in 

state taxes (that they would be paying anyway to the state)To St. Michael School. 

This could be a funding gamechanger. If anyone has ideas how we can improve 

our reach on this opportunity, I would love to hear it.  

1)​ All in all, we raised nearly $150,000 in fundraising efforts for the school 

this year (Thanks to all who helped make this the greatest fundraising year 

in SMS history): 

i)​ Golf Outing- $26,000 

ii)​ Harvest Dinner- $4,000 

iii)​ Gala- $38,000 

iv)​ $10K Drawing- $37,000 

v)​ Fish Fry- $39,000 

2)​ Space is still our biggest issue, as we manage our growth, and we see the 

ever growing need for a high school option for our students. Next years 

enrollment currently stands at 165 students P-8 

 

REP:                                        

1)​ Steubenville HS Retreat - 30 tickets scheduled for July 17-19. Need to raise 

remaining $ or collect $ for what’s owed to Steubenville University.  

2)​ Friday Youth Program at SMS from 9-11. Mass, breakfast, and youth activity. 

3)​ The Vacation Bible School (VBS) program had 12 students, 2 older students to 

help and 4 adult helpers. Jake the Illusionist performed for the students on Friday. 

His show always brings in how important Jesus is in our lives. 

4)​ Totus Tuus started on Sunday, June 14 and continues until Thursday, June 18. 

There are two sessions. The youth leaders run the program. The students have 

the opportunity to go to confession and attend mass daily. There have been 45 
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students during the day session and 20 students from the evening session for the 

older students. 

5)​ A server fun day is being planned for mid-July.  All servers will be invited to 

attend. 

 

Update on Finances 

a)​ St. George  

i)​ TOTAL ASSETS -  $134,188.69 

ii)​ TOTAL LIABILITIES TO DATE - $12,919.95 

iii)​ OVERALL PROFIT OR LOSS FOR THE YEAR:  $15,423.04 

b)​ St. Mary 

i)​ TOTAL ASSETS -  $614,071.03 

ii)​ TOTAL LIABILITIES TO DATE - $7,585.45 

iii)​ OVERALL PROFIT OR LOSS FOR THE YEAR:  $37,762.37 

c)​ St. Michael, Mt.O 

i)​ TOTAL ASSETS -  $148,715.39 

ii)​ TOTAL LIABILITIES TO DATE - $1,479.68 

iii)​ OVERALL PROFIT OR LOSS FOR THE YEAR:  -$6,564.68 

d)​ St. Michael Ripley 

i)​ TOTAL ASSETS -  $2,908,643.11 

ii)​ TOTAL LIABILITIES TO DATE - $3,176.38 

iii)​ OVERALL PROFIT OR LOSS FOR THE YEAR:  -$120,735.51 

*Summer/Fall 2025 - paid to replace/fix retaining wall 
e)​ St. Patrick 

i)​ TOTAL ASSETS- $604,597.20 
ii)​ TOTAL LIABILITIES TO DATE- $14,138.25 
iii) ​ OVERALL PROFIT OR LOSS FOR THE YEAR:  -$14,072.99 
 

 
Upcoming Major Events: 

1)​ St. Patrick Festival on Sunday 9/6/2026 
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NEW BUSINESS: 

 

St. George:  

1.)​Landscaping Work: Parishioners who want to be anonymous are donating some 

landscaping work out front of the church. See the attached drawing. They 

provided the following: 

a.)​Removal was about $2,000.00. Parishioners are going to do it instead 

about a week before. 

b.)​New plants are low maintenance, just watering in the beginning.  

Parishioners are going to do this.  

c.)​ Tentative date of project is Sept 9th/10th 

 

St. Michael Mt Orab: 

1)​ Catholic Ministries appeal: if the church makes it to 80% of the goal then a 

parishioner will make a donation to make it to 100% of the goal for the church. 

 

St Patrick:  

1)​ New Mower: the old mower at St. Patrick finally gave out after 20+ years of 

faithful service and a lightly used one was purchased from Fussnecker & Sons.  

Thanks to Fussnecker & Sons for helping out the church! 

 

Sacred Heart Parish: 

1)​ Positive Energy Pack Proposal: See below. PC is in favor of putting out envelopes 

at our churches. 

2)​ Suicide Prevention Training: See below.  PC is in favor of hosting at St. M Mt.Orab 

3)​ *The Ripley Office is asking for an update to the rental/usage for St. Mary, St. 

Michael and St. George halls.  The finance council approved the current charge of 

$250 (this was approved last year) for parishioners in addition to providing proof 

of insurance or purchasing coverage from the AOC suggestion (this is around 

another $125 and is not payable to the church). The following info was sent from 

the AOC regarding properties: 

​ A quick reminder that any for profit use of property is prohibited*. This includes 

but is not limited to: ▪ Athletic Camps ▪ Club Sports and Leagues ▪ Fairs or bazaars ▪ 

Peach Truck sales ▪ Baseball Card Show ▪ Private sales of any kind *AOC Document on 

Temporal Affairs: “separate agency of organization may not conduct a business or 
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generate profit from actions which take place in a parish (school) tax exempt property. A 

TAX EXEMPT PARISH HALL (FACILITIES) SHOULD NOT BE “RENTED” TO 

NON-PARISHIONERS. “  

Ripley: All of the Sacred Heart Family of Parishes halls are tax exempt. What does St. 

Angela and St. Michael Mt. Orab charge for their hall usage? 

+St. Angela + St. Michael Mt O: fees for renting the hall to parishioners are: $250.00, 

and a required deposit of $175.00 which is refundable. St. Michael’s fees for renting the 

hall to parishioners are: $200.00, and a required deposit of $175.00 which is refundable. 

Both St. Michael, and St. Angela typically does not rent facilities to non-parishioners but 

on a rare occasion St. Angela has rented the hall which was for a benefit fundraiser. 

Ripley: What qualifies a person as a parishioner?  Do they need to be registered?  Just 

attend mass?  

+St. Angela + St. Michael Mt O: those who are registered.  

+St. Angela + St. Michael Mt O: In the past we have not charged for funeral luncheons 

for those funerals held at our churches. Parties, receptions and get together’s for any 

other purpose for an individual or family, religious related or not, would be charged the 

$250 fee as the church provides the facility, electric, water, maintenance and often has 

to clean after the event.   

Ripley: Are we still following these guidelines? St. George does not have a custodian or 

part time maintenance person that cleans the hall.    

PC agrees that Finance council could have the ability to waive or lessen the fees if there 

are parish events. 

 

 

PC Final Comments: 

1)​ Why is there no representative from St. Michael, Ripley on Finance Council? 

2)​ Why does St. M Ripley have fundraisers? Could we fundraise for a Pastoral 

Associate? 

3)​ Can we start a new Rosary Altar Society? 

4)​ The Sacred Heart Festival was a great success and it should be an annual event. 

 

Meeting ended with a prayer at: 7:28pm 
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